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by Roger Wray 
President, BMWCCAE31 

… 
 

 
Welcome to  2016.  Sometimes things seem to happen for a 

reason, or is just “Karma” as they say.  Recently I went into 

the DMV to renew our registration on the 8, and of course 

there was the mandatory “take a ticket and wait for your 

number to be called”.  Here was the ticket: 

 

Before that, I had to fly into to New York on business.  I went 

to check in, and my flight departed from Gate E31.  Of course 

I took a picture, but who knows where it ended up.  The moral 

of the story is that E31s seem to pop us when you least expect 

it. 

2016 marked a big milestone for our chapter.  Up for election 

was the Brand Manager and Event Coordinator positions. 

These positions are 3 year terms. Jeff Ivarson and Rob Scott 

have been instrumental in the formation of the chapter, each 

contributing with their own areas of expertise.  Jeff was the 

leading representative for the chapter in receiving approval for 

our chapter logo and identity up through the International 

Council of BMW Clubs in Munich.  Rob has written guidelines 

for chapter events, and the required paperwork so members 

may obtain insurance for driving events.  Many Thank go out 

to Jeff and Rob for their hard work so far.   

Additionally, Steve Cohen has decided to step down as Vice 

President, and assume a role to the chapter as Special 

Advisor to the Board of Directors.  Steve has recently moved, 

and has decided this would be best for him.  I would like to 

personally express my sincere thanks and deep appreciation 

to Steve for his past 3 years on the Board.  Steve has offered 

outstanding guidance in many areas, and has helped direct 

the Chapter throughout its formative stages.  He is not leaving, 

but just assuming a special roll created by the board for him. 

The chapter members who came forward and volunteered to 

run for the positions of Vice President, Brands Manager, and 

Events Coordinator were unopposed.  Therefore, the Chapter 

Board of Directors unanimously voted to accept all the 

nominations, and approve their selection by acclamation.  

Please see their personal statements within this newsletter. 

On another note, enclosed is a copy of a recent letter the 

chapter sent to BMW of North America, LLC requesting 

reissue of headlight adjusters which are currently No Longer 

Available (NLA).  This is the first of what we hope to be 

continuing requests for parts which are essential to the safe 

operation of our 8s that have become NLA.  We will keep 

everyone up-to-date on what we hear back from BMW on this. 

Also, please enjoy a walk down memory lane and read the 

August 1990 Car and Driver review of the ‘new’ 8 series.  This 

article was reproduced with permission of Car and Driver 

Magazine.  Hard to believe this article came out over 25 years 

ago. 

Please review the updated information on the E31 Monterey 

2016 event coming in August.  Fern and his committee of 

SoCalEights are working hard to get everything organized for 

this big event. 

Tom “Wuffer” Carter, the E31 Chapter Secretary, has 

announced that Steve Castle and other members of the 

community have donated E31 material and videos to the 

newly formed E31 Chapter Archives.  Once Tom sorts and 

archives the materials, he will announce their availability to 

Chapter members.  A BIG THANKS goes out to Steve and 

everyone who has contributed.  If you have any items you 

wish to donate to the E31 Chapter Archives, please contact 

Tom. 

Thanks again for supporting BMWCCAE31, and always 

remember – it is the cars that bring us together, but it is the 

people who make us what we are! 

 

 
 
 

From the Driver’s Seat… 
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 Reproduced with permission of Car and Driver Magazine 

 

Car and Driver 850i Preview, August 1990 
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 by Henry Christoff 
Photos by Larry LaRose & Henry Christoff  

…
 
The Sunday weather forecast was promising: sun, with some 
clouds and mild temperatures.  It turned out to be overcast 
and rather cool at 9AM when the first 850i arrived, but that 
didn’t stop ten E31’s from showing up at one of Canada’s 
famous Tim Horton’s (known for its coffee and donuts) 
establishments in South Surrey, a southern suburb of 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 
 

   
 
The occasion was the first social / driving event this spring 
organized by the BC 8’s.  Including seasoned 8 Series owner, 
Wuffer, to new owner Dan Wright (black on black 6-speed 
850i), it was a fine mix of 850 and 840 owners along with four 
‘significant others’ who arrived with owners.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
There was plenty of parking for all of the E31’s and plenty of 
time to check out the cars and chat with attendees.  It was 
quite the sight to see this many same model - classic BMW’s!  
At about 10AM, and having enjoyed that good Tim’s coffee 
and other treats, it was time for the driver’s meeting and the 
traditional passing out of the maps to our destination.  You 
know, actual paper maps- analog style, not digital.  Our 
destination was the seaside community of White Rock, near 
the Canadian / U.S. border.  White Rock is a vibrant tourist 
destination for Vancouverites on sunny, warm weekends and 
usually very crowded.  And yes, you can see a giant white 
rock on the beach in White Rock.   
 

 
 
We had a quick stop to re-group all the cars and get in a photo 
op before heading down the main drag to downtown (or as we 
like to say in Canada, ‘city centre’) White Rock.  The speed 
limit in White Rock is quite low- 30 KPH- and we were 
fortunate that there were no traffic hassles.  
 
 

BC 8’s Breakfast & Drive 
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All E31’s were able to stay together catching every traffic light 
perfectly from one end of the downtown to the other side.  At 
the end of the drive, we congregated in one of the last 
waterfront parking lots before exiting the tourist area, where 
all the cars were able to back into parking spaces- for another 
great photo op!  
 

 
 
The topics of conversation included the recent auction sale of 
a local Vancouver 850 CSi on Bring-A-Trailer, British 

Columbia collector license plates and insurance for our cars 
and the up-coming BC 8’s WrenchFest.   
 

 
 
It was a fun morning which passed quickly.  Event objective: 
have a social event early in the day, have some fun with other 
8 owners and have the rest of the day for other obligations.   
 
 
Mission, accomplished! 
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by Fern Mora  
… 

 
SoCalEights visited the Petersen Museum for the first time 
since it closed in 2013 for renovation.  After 14 months and 
$90 million in dramatic renovations, the Petersen Automotive 
Museum reopened.  Hitting a deadline that many inside and 
outside the organization thought impossible, the overhauled 
Wilshire Boulevard car-centric exhibition space reopened to 
the public in early December 2015 after its extended closure. 
 

 
 
 
The makeover seeks to make the dated museum more 
appealing to younger audiences with a trove of interactive 
technology—and to give all patron sample reason to make 
repeated visits, which few did before the renovations. 
 
The reimagined space—wrapped in stainless-steel ribbons 
over a "hot-rod red" skin that has divided critics is bigger and 
bolder  .Museum leaders aimed for a world-class institution on 
a Miracle Mile stretch that already includes such attractions 
as the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Page Museum, La 
Brea Tar Pits and the future Academy Museum of Motion 
Pictures. 
 

The Hockney 850 Csi Art Car 
 

 

 
 
On April 20, 1995 the British born artist David Hockney placed 
his signature on the BMW 850Csi marking the completion of 
the 14th Art Car and several months of hard work.  The artist 
aimed to portray the very innermost depths of the car.  The 
result was an automobile whose contents were thoroughly 
turned out to the viewer.  The more observant will notice the 
stylized suction vent on the hood and the contour sofa driver 
on the door.  Hockney was born in Bradford, England in 1937 
and has been one of the most stunning and influential 
members of the art world since the early 1960s. 
 

1933 Dusenberg SJ Arlington 
 

 
 
One of the most beautiful cars we viewed at the Nethercutt 
Collection in Sylmar, California in 2013 was exhibited at the 
Petersen Museum.  It is the supercharged version, often 
referred to as the SJ, and was reputed to achieve 104 miles 
per hour (167km/h) in second gear and have a top speed of 
135–140 miles per hour (217–225km/h) in third gear.  Zero-
to-60 mph (97km/h) times of around eight seconds and 0–
100mph (0–161km/h) in 17 seconds were reported for the SJ 
in  spite of the un-synchronized transmissions, at a time when 
even the best cars of the era were not likely to reach 100mph 
(160km/h). 
 

SoCalEights Visit the Peterson Museum 
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1939 Delahaye 165 M Figoni & Falaschi Cabriolet 
 
 
Another car SoCal Eights viewed at one of our previous event 
sin 2014 at the Mullin Museum Oxnard, CA, was this French 
built 1938 Delahaye Type165 convertible roadster designed 
by Figoniet Falaschi.  It was designed and built to represent 
France style and innovation at the New York International 
Exhibition 1939/1940.  It was exhibited without its V12 engine 
which was not completed in time, but won a people’s choice 
award with its exceptional body style. 
 

 
 
This vehicle is currently one of the most beautiful cars from 

the Peter Mullin Collection and is now on loan to the Petersen 

Museum.  We were lucky to see this beautiful car again. 

 

 
 
 

1936 Bugatti Type 57 SC Atlantic 
 
 
Yet another wonderful car that we have seen before and know 
its history and present $35 million value.  What makes a car 
worth $35 million?  Well, I suppose first that someone is willing 
to pay that price for it.  Which certainly means that there are 
others behind them who would come close to matching it, 
otherwise it would not sell for such an elevated amount. And 
secondly, it must be or are that the term ‘priceless’ has some 
meaning.  Last Saturday I was once again standing on the 
floor of the amazing Petersen Automotive Museum with 
Grace, and we were gazing at the 1936 Bugatti Type 57SC 
Atlantic which is on loan from the Mullin Automotive Museum 
for a limited time.   
 

 
 
An anonymous buyer had recently purchased the car from the 
estate of Dr. Peter Williamson, a prominent Lyme, New 
Hampshire neurologist, who had bought the car at a 
Sotheby’s auction here in Los Angeles on June 12th, 1971 for 
the unheard of price of $59,000 and proudly held it for almost 
four decades.  I couldn’t help thinking that, if I had had that  
kind of money in  ’71, would I, admittedly a car nut, have done 
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the same in 1971.  Probably not, although I did subsequently 
in 1996 buy a previously owned 1995 BMW 840Ci for 
$76,500— a princely sum for me.  Then in 2007 I had it 
custom painted Lamborghini Monetary Blue, which his much 
darker than the Bugatti we were viewing.   
 

 
 

 
 
When Grace first saw the Bugatti at the Mullin Museum 
without knowing anything about the car or its history, she 
immediately loved the unique look and the body lines which 
are similar to that found in earlier vintage cars.  It was, and 
still is her favorite car. I know she had expensive tastes but 
this was extreme.  “Glad she was just looking.” 

We had a fun day at the Petersen Museum.  After our walking 
tour some of us took a short walk to the beautiful Callender’s 
Grill for our luncheon.  The food was great and the company 
was even better. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Special thanks go to Tom Jacobsmeyer for setting up the 
event and luncheon. It’s a great deal of work to put these 
events together. 
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Below are the Personal Statements from E31 Chapter members who volunteered to run for office, and were unopposed.  These 
nominees were selected by acclamation by the Chapter Board of Directors.  Please congratulate our new E31 Board of Directors 

Officers.          
… 

 

Vice President – Steffen Staiger 
 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The E31 has attracted a unique group of enthusiasts, as evidenced by the existence of our very own chapter. I have come to know 
many of you online, in my home state of Texas, at the SE8 Fest in Mt. Dora, 2013 Left Coast 8 Fest, and 2014 25th Anniversary 
homecoming celebration in Munich, Germany.   I have long enjoyed this community, and how the combined efforts of everyone 
has worked to keep this magnificent model alive.  I personally became an E31 owner for the first time in 2004 with the purchase 
of a very rough 1993 850Ci.  I picked my car up in the parking lot of Graceland and drove it back to Dallas in mostly "limp home 
mode".   Little did I know what I was in for, but it did not matter - I was hooked.   Over the course of owning and personally 
maintaining my E31's, I have learned the cars from the ground up. I even resurrected one of my E31s from a disastrous engine bay 
fire, and painstakingly restored it back to its glory. That is where I earned the nick-name "Sick Puppy" --from my determination to 
not lose another E31 to the junk yard. 
 
When I am not messing around with V12 and V8 E31's, you can find me tinkering on other models of older BMWs. Even though I 
spend a lot of time around cars, I am an Architect by trade.  I enjoy sharing my knowledge of cars with others, along with creating 
events and opportunities that build strong communities, especially for the E31 community.  
 
Thank you for your consideration to vote for me as VP of the BMWCCAE31. I look forward to serving you. 
 
 
 

Brands Manager – Jeff Ivarson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am the original owner (24 years) of my 1992 E31 850i and a founding member of BMWCCAE31.org as Brands Manager. My 
expertise and vocation for over 40 years is brand strategy and identity design. I worked closely with the BMWCCAE31 board and 
BMW CCA management to create the brand name, URL and visual identity for BMWCCAE31 Chapter. I am committed to bringing 
value to the BMWCCAE31 board, the membership and building awareness and appreciation for the BMW E31. 

 

E31 Chapter Nominations for Office 
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Event Coordinator – Rob Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With this letter I would like to confirm my willingness and availability to, once again, serve on the Board for the BMW Car Club of 
America E31 Chapter in the capacity of Events Coordinator. 
 
I am a very active member in the BMW E31 community.  8 years ago I created the AB8s, a group dedicated to the E31 owners of 
Alberta, Canada.  It was in a result of seeming to be the only owner enthusiast in Alberta, but quickly meeting others and saw the 
need for a support network in this province.  I host multiple ‘Wrenchfests’ at my residence every year, where the members of the 
AB8s congregate to collectively work on each other’s cars, and enjoy the camaraderie of the common bond of the E31 (the doors 
are also open to other BMW owners given the similarities in this era of BMW).  We enjoy an annual event where we do a scenic 
drive to the mountains, ending in an amazing brunch at the world class Banff Springs Hotel.   I am an active member on the forums 
and I receive many emails and private messages from owners all over the world asking for guidance, parts and assistance with 
their vehicles and the issues they are experiencing.  I currently own 4 E31 cars, all with their own unique traits and rarities.  Of 
note, my first ever BMW was an 850i, which I purchased 9 years ago and makes up 1 of the 4 E31s that I currently own. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the creation and evolution of the BMW Car Club of America E31 Chapter, as the current 
Events Coordinator.  My enthusiasm, expertise, experience and dedication of the BMW brand, and the E31 series in particular, 
make me a strong candidate to continue to nurture and grow the amazing Chapter we have created. 
 
 

                                                         Alpina B12 5.0                                                                                                     Racing Dynamics K55 
 

 
 
On the next page is a copy of the letter BMWCCA E31 sent to 
BMW NA requesting BMW manufacture headlight adjusters 
for the E31.  Also included is a copy of the original letter sent 
out by BMW NA acknowledging the problem with North 
American Headlight Adjusters.  As many of you know, these 

adjusters are NLA, and as a result, many North American 
owners are having difficulty adjusting and aiming their 
headlights and meeting state safety inspections.  We will 
keep the membership informed of their response and the 
progress. 

Headlight Adjuster letter to BMW NA 
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April 1, 2016 
BMW of North America, LLC 
ATTN:  Customer Relations, Parts 
PO Box 1227 
Westwood, NJ  07675 
 
Dear Sirs; 
 
I am writing to request help from BMW of North America for BMW 8 series E31 owners throughout North America.  I am the President of the 
E31 8 Series Chapter of BMW Car Clubs of America, and our chapter represents BMW E31 8 Series owners throughout the United States and 
Canada.  We are officially recognized by the BMW International Council in Munich, German, and BMW Car Club of America as representatives 
for the world’s largest group of BMW E31 8 series owners. 
 
In December 2002, through a letter distributed by BMW North America, LLC (copy enclosed), to BMW E31 8 Series owners, BMW acknowledged 
that there was an issue with the North American DOT E31 8 Series headlight design and adjusters.  After that time, BMW produced a limited 
number of new adjuster kits for North American DOT approved 8 series headlights.  These adjusters were quickly purchased by E31 8 Series 
owners to replace defective adjusters, as headlight adjustments are required by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
and the Department of Transportation (DOT).  Also many states require properly aligned headlight adjustments as part of their annual safety 
inspection to certify that automobiles are safe for use on public roads.   
 
Unfortunately, the BMW stock of these adjuster kits (BMW part number 63 21 0 153 655, with a BMW recommended price of $28.50) sold out 
quickly, and are no longer available.  As a consequence, many BMW e31 8 Series owners are finding it difficult to pass mandatory state 
inspections as their headlights cannot be aimed or adjusted.  The only alternative to the adjuster kits is to purchase both the Headlight Buckets 
(BMW parts 63 1 28 354 543 and 63 1 28 354 544 with a BMW price of $255.57 each), and the Lens housings (BMW parts 63 1 21 383 917 and 
63 1 21 383 918 with a BMW price of $346.04 each). 
 
The BMW CCA E31 8 Series Chapter would like to implore BMW of North America to again manufacture these DOT mandated headlight 
adjusters and keep them in stock to support E31 owners throughout the United States and North America.  Improperly aligned headlights 
pose potential safety risks for the American public.  Properly aligned headlights are mandated by NHTSA (Federal Motor Safety Standard 
number 108 (FMVSS 108)) and DOT.  Simply stated, when these adjusters fail, the BMW E31 8 Series does not comply with FMVSS 108’s 
requirements for a mechanically aimable headlamp.  
 
As a BMW CCA Chapter, we would much rather work together with BMW of North America to have these adjusters produced again and 
maintained in stock as opposed to individuals elevating this safety issue with NHTSA.  
 
Please let me know how I may assist.  My contact information is listed below. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Roger D. Wray DDS      
 

President, BMW CCA E31 Chapter     
BMW CCA E31 Chapter   
P.O. Box 8324     
Columbia, SC  29202 
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Below is a copy of the original letter from BMW NA dated 
December 2002 notifying E31 owners of issues involving 

difficulties with headlamp alignment.  A copy of this letter 
was enclosed in the E31 Chapter letter to BMW NA. 
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BMW CCA E31 Chapter proudly announces 
 

E31  Monterey  2016 
 

Featuring: 
 

Legends of the Autobahn 2016 at the Nicholas Club Monterey 
 

Monterey Historic Races at the Rolex Monterey Motorsport Reunion 
 

Oktoberfest 2016 at Monterey 
 

 
Please join the E31 community in celebrating the 100th 
Anniversary of BMW!   
 
BMWCCAE31, in coordination with SoCalEights’ has been 
working on a special event for the 100th Anniversary of BMW, 
to be held during the 2016 Legends of the Autobahn, the 2016 
Monterey Historic Races, to be followed by the 2016 BMW 
CCA Oktoberfest.  SoCalEights will be the local hosts for this 
once-in-a-lifetime event. Fern Mora, President of 
SoCalEights, will be organizing our “E31  Monterey 2016”. 

 
We are pleased to announce that BMW Car Club of America, 
has officially endorsed BMWCCAE31, and we  will have a 
special parking corral at the 2016 Legends of the Autobahn at 
the Nicholas Club-Monterey.  Additionally, BMWCCAE31 has 
been informed that we will have special parking at the Rolex 
Monterey Reunion at Laguna Seca. 

To date, Hotel reservations have been booked, and we have 
rooms reserved in both Salinas and Monterey.  Fern has 
worked with a fellow chapter member who lives about 2 ½ 
miles from the track “as the crow flies” for our staging area at 
Michael’s. 
 
Mark your calendars for August 2016, and let’s all make this 
a national event for all E31s.   
 
As you can understand, there continues to be much planning 
involved.  If you are interested in helping Fern, please contact 
him.  This is a great opportunity to bring together 8 series 
automobiles from all points for a great time together.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Fern at:  
fern.mora@socaleights.com 
 
As further plans are completed, we will let everyone know.

 
 

 
 

“E31 at Monterey 2016” 

http://www.legendsoftheautobahn.org/
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