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Sir Nigel Gresley
fabave] has
rather fewar -
and larger —
comtrols and
instrivments than
the BSOCEI {right].
Hoth Tascias” are
tharaughly
logical, though
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ust as we shall ne-
ver again see the
like of the three
aother means of
transport shown on thiz and the
nexr seven pages, so there will prob.
ably never be ancther BMW quire
like the fabulous 850CSi.

As we reported in the September
issue (Newsling, page 8), BMW has
made firm commirments, and not
just vague forecasts, abourt its energy
policy into the next century. These
won't necessarily preclude the use of
the V12 engine in a large luxury
saloon, but rhey almost certainly
rule it out for a sporting and inher-
ently much thirstier two-plus-raa,

The B-series’ days may be num-
bered, then, but that by no means
detracts from its technological excel-
lence, or the considerable courage
that even a manufacturer of BMWs
standing must have required to build
such an expensive and essenrially
impractical car with so much power
and performance.

That's why we chose loosely o
compare it with three such appar-
ently diverse means of transport as a
high-speed steam locomotive, an
example of what is still the fastest-
ever cross-Channel ferry, and a su-
personic aircraft. Each was a unique,
mould-breaking, high-performance
machine in its own right and rime,
and '-?ﬂ:l.‘]'l. for a variety of reasons
{but mostly prohibitively high un-

ning costs), was ultimarely doomed

bears, very much alive and well. ®
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What do Concorde, cross-
Channel hovercraft and Ad

Pacifics have in common’
They are the best, and last,
of their kind, How does the
BMW 850CSi match up?

FHOTOS: DAVE KEMMARD
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BMW 850CSi
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The Princess

Body lype:
Construction:
Engine;

Capacity:
Bore and siroke:
Compression rabio:

Maximum power:
Maximum torgue:
Qutput per litre:
Transmission:

Two-door pillarless coupd

All-stoal unitary

Light-alloy V12 with single overhead
camshalt per cylinder bank actuating
two valves per cylinder. Seven-beanng
crankshaft with 12 counierswaights.
Saquential alectronic fuel injection
controlied by Digital Motor Electronics
enging management system and
selectable sport or economy modes
Y e

86 x B0mm

9.8:1

380bhp at 5300rpm

40610 ft at 4000rpm

68.1bhp

Six-speed all-synchromeash manual
gearbox with Iriple-cone synchromesh

Gear ralios:

Final-gdrive ratio:

Suspension:

Brakes:

Wheels:
Tyres:
DNmensions
Langih:
Width:

Dry weight:

Anne’s four gas
on second gear. Limited-slip
difterential with 25 par cant lacking
181 4.25; 2nd 2.53; 3rd 1.68; 4th 1.24;
Gth 1.00; 6th 0.83; reverse 3.89
2.93:1

turbines {abowa)
can push the crak
&lang &1 op to 65
kmots (Fomphl om

& calm sea. Their

Front: double-pivol MacPherson struls tolal owtput is
with anti-rall bar. Rear: mulli-link arownd 15200
indepandant. Gas-pressurs dampars horsepower

all round. ASC + T fitted as standard

324mm diameter servo-assisted discs

all round, ventilated at front. ABS fitted

as standard ___ _.
8x 17 and 3 x 17 light alloy frontirear
235M45R17 and 265/40R1 ? s 1{ FExar ;
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adules, or that the boot is little big-
ger than a shoe box.

Meither, like some high-perfor-
mets, is the 85005 some wild, un-
controllable animal of a car waiting
to bite the unwary. It's certainly big,
and such is its awesome accelerative
capacity that you could certainly
have a subsrantial accident in one if
you tried hard enough — just as you
could in a 318, come to that — but
vou would have to be driving so
badly, and so irresponsibly, that you
would deserve to be locked up.

The car has anv number of inno-
vative and largely unseen fearures
which ensure that the transmission
of iz considerable power and rorque
to the road is nearly always a votally
drama-free affair. There's ABS, Ac-
tive Rear Axle Kimemarics, Auro-
matic Stability Control + Traction

i and a limited-slip differential — and,
| i‘ of course, a highly sophisticated
| The 850CSi looks  speed-limiting device in the form of

. stunning from  the driver's right foor.
l most angles For me by far the most interes-
! (below) but blasd  ting aspect of the CSi is its six-speed
| and anomymoss manual gearbox. This is an increa-
from others. It's  singly common feature of cars of all
hard to fault the  types, but ar the time of the 850'
lines of Gresley's launch only Vauxhall's '|'|'ig||a-[1-|_-[f|,1p
gtreamiimed  mance Lotus Carleon offered this

masterpiece -  many forward gears.

from aury amgle At first it's hard o imagine how,

in day-to-day driving, one could use
them all, but use them one does.
Not surprisingly, the 5.6-litre V12
180 bhp and noticeably flat rorque

"5
curve provide considerable accelera-
tion whatever gear you happen to be
in. Select the right one for the job,
though, and the car simply flies.

Meither does it take long to bec-
ome accustomed to that extra slot in
the gear-lever gate. The shifr is
smooth and precise, if heavy and
rather slow by the standards of most
modern cars, and occasionally reluc-
rance o slip into second. This last
characteristic, says BMW, is proba-
bly a result of the special triple-cone
synchromesh on this ratio.

Just as intriguing as the gearbox
is the fly-by-wire throttle-actuating

mechanism. Instead of a nasty old-

fashioned rod or cable linked to the
lowd pedal, each of the two throtle
butterflies is controlled by a small
electric motor.

And by means of a discreer rock-
er switch on the centre console you
can selecr either sport or comforn
modes of the so-called Elecrromic
Power Control (EPC) and instanely
alter the engine's entire characrer.
In 'K, throttle response is quick. In
‘5" it's truly hair-trigger stuff.

Handling and roadholding, given
the car's size, are remarkably good -
although you'll be disappointed if
you expect it to have the liveliness
of a lighter and inherently more
agile car. We drove the CSi in the
middle of this vear’s drv summer,
and so we didn’t ger the chance

put the traction control or limited-
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