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FIVE POLITICALLY
INCORRECT COUPES

(they guzzle gas and go ke stink)
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Duly noting that they do 15mpg, occupy more road than some seven-

BU'T

to find a place in the world for three, er, lifestyle accessories, the BM!




seaters and are no faster than certain saloons, Russell Bulgin tries

1GE

850i, Jaguar XJR-S and new Porsche 928GTS PHOTOGRAPHS BY IAN DAWSON




es, each of these

Stuff - toe-twitch

the price lists
respected marques, each a
‘complex totem to corporate

which should go the way of
the stegosaurus, th
inceratops and, sl
eren s O ion
‘507

three cars -

product philosophy of their
manuiaciuers. Ty i
asitis, the
can kg
whelhar | wants 15 58 groen
irrespective of body colour -
environmentally responsible

about the 928 - not enough
people want one - and

revivifies it the only way the
Knows: by throwing

more engineering at it. More

power, more grip, more.

critical eye over each car,

time at all, thou

clinically berserk.
u can't begin to explore
the twilight zone of apex-

without putting your licence

and other road users at

performance without

ccmpatin Hariaise
plus a nodding
Scknowladgement to seating

zappabiliy - summer

morning, windin

Gloaming Golgala factor ve

“of a performance road car.
a

the flanks, with the Jaguar
\d BMW stretching the

‘Are these cars the harbingers of

freedom - intellectual and small-p

political - or just fat old dinosaurs?’

tape at 16it in long wih he

Porsche on sho

Mercedes-B:

saoonis o anong and
carry four in comfort,

Blus a waek's shopping. the

manufacturers
Sranuous sifors radically 1o
improve their everyday c:
interms of fuel efficiency,
performance,
‘accommodation and
ecological responsibility
only 10 cap the range with a
supremol .
uselessly fast old bioater?

Jewelery, the car as status,
the car as self-
aggrandisement. If a gold
Rolex Daytona chronograph
costs £9800 and tells the

70mph makes perfect sense
To some people.

So what of the reality of
driving these cars? First, the.
A great shape -
sinewy, taut - is let down by
a lack of confidence at the

front end. Perhaps the

ambience is Braun travel
laim; blackly black
functional,

lovely, compliant and
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Jaguar Vi2 s stroked

motorway-friendly. but with &
tendency o turn floaly come

conditioning. The gearbox is
clever, with three

shift quality is always a
shade siamy.

subst X8,

hardly efficient

This car also has cockpit-

proves that BMW has had
two opportunities 10 get its
suspension callbration
wrong: K is fine on smooth
roads but discombobulated
on anything pocked an
winding, while S is jiggle-
hard and recommended
solely for those who are
drivers amply provided with

30 per
standard - and feels it
8501 will switch to S(port) in

40 milliseconds if you are

wheel angle and road speed
re measured and an

XJR-S chassis and ste

ing are

hydraulic steering
or twiddles the rear

s to su
he result, says BMW, is a

8

HK 8501 was hardly likely
 throw you into the hedge
thanks to a mistimed wriggle
of the right foot, i's possibly

nudges the rear end back
into line.
In present company, !

crossing abiliies, but never
fall passionately in love with
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Porsche engine s the rortiest here, a multi-val

it as a loyal and
servant. Samabon. o B
8501 is a shade 100 ice, too

the JaguarSport-developed
XJR-S performs an optical
illusion hitherto unknown in
contemporary motoring: it
dlstracts your eye fiom just

s t0 pack a superb
and radically nose-down
presence is a credit (o the
JaguarSport crew but the
whole project remains
testament 1o Briish antique
restoration skills. The 5.,3-
litre V12 is stroked to 6.0

hassis matches it. Cabin is well designed in front, cramped in back, hideous in colour

V8 against the two-valve V1zs. It &

litres and 333bhp, 18
percent up on the standard

The shallow screen crams.
the world into an
accelerated Cinemascope

sshboard is les
considered than the two
German cars'

This Jaguar brandishes

Montegoid colum stalks
but, then again, it is the
cheapest of the three cars
by the margi

Mer
plied with a few choice
extras. Nasty by

standards of Mum and Dad
saloons, these wands have

Autolux hide never fails to
educe. Just sitting inside
the Jaguar makes you feel
good; it flatters you like a
favourite shirt

This V12 has grunt and
flair to spare. A slug of

o quantify the silkiness of

ivers rocket thrust, and the harsh

the carpet with your throttle
shoe. What lets the Jaguar
down, ironically, is the three-
speed GM400 automat
transmission. Conventional
wisdom might have it that
any car pushing out 365lb f
of eager-to-please torque.
could get away with only one
gear. Conventional wisdom
would b
o XIS fikes iving in

10p gear. Aciivati
kickdown or even dropping

g produces a
rumbustiousness and major

handle, JaguarSport has.
effectively, de-Jaguared the
dynamics of the car.

slightly nervy and
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st brutish of this tro. Electronics are everywhere; driver can

High-tech BMW is smooth, subtle if massive. Engine feels |
fool detached. Even instruments are understated, oven lamp washers are electronic

reasonably accurate S finging tenor ding which
steering. The XJR-S 7 seems to percolate up the
und i gear linkage ve-speed

o
b d
e road umble
. 193 South than the
other two.
pimptastic pale grey leather our sars ot i
928GTS is

the

st

nauiing 369o

you add in an effecti

spread with a now hairout
then e 923615 s usclo
ped with clembuterol ed from

displays some hysterically ut xemplaryyou have 2
questionable taste. A red escaps il And. on top of pe for real driving
exterior was matched to a that, the 928GTS spiodges a Foronce the stoeting 15
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High-tech BMW is smaoth, subtls if massive. Engine

;s drivor can
ool detached. Even understate

reasonably accurate ding which

s off
Above :quah it thick
pillar and a door mirror that
Iooks fike a chromed Harold
Robbi

o 52865 s batanty
vcbnwl Itis also the fastes

Forsche has rolaniesly
finked upng
car. Viewed from
llowing tre srs ose

2554 vcw d'ngeslcn)s

spoked
Iy drop
Stralght out of he whe:
St Gar would bo arches, plop onto the
bl o ecturo you on e rmac. f the BMW is sinew

elits

‘o 40001

irom 3400rEm 0 6600rem
-speed manua

shiftwhich manages t obe

displays scrww/slerc:”y
questionable taste.
exterior was matcned i

e e 52878

recipe for real driving fun
For once the steering is
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perfecty welghied and ha ~ e tne Laxus mixof speed ang
a wholly mechanical-feeling P silence. And,
Smoothness as  fifle i I8 o il Siie ot s
perodicaly aripped inf s i vinuss, buy a BW b
7 Firm, but
ke the BMW.

s are not

transport in the accepted
nse. The way each
performs is less

g
Peppiness befora cracking
Brakes? ABSed
2 peter mw feel
rhan ne sig
it ol e

Rorche s cugn;cmus up-
atall times.

Knuckles a shade paler, you

yo nce than the

other two. ” . ‘Porsche’s brief to its engineers:
A deep-rooted Iz

manners makes it a

menablolng- m<<a~:.

v
make this car involving, make the Zfé"éf‘i‘;ﬁ?éa s
S, ‘ S, aniion o
‘LJR o may mm punters fall in love with it’ e
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RST GLANCE, THE could almost buy a matched pair of
new Mercades 600SL is the lookalike 300SL, o two Jaguar
the answer to a question
nobody asked. After a
the Vi2-engined SL s sigy
heavier and thirstier ar'd2l:gr"«1
more expensive - than the exist
500SL, which is virtually s quick

For the price of one 600SL, you

The visual differences between
the 600SL and the other Benz Sls

ey a

badge on the

Boot g and a pair ofraier tacky

12 emblems next o the air o s
hnd e fron wheels. nsice e

B00SL (on saie n

Novamer ot 290,000 awsv o“ersa

wheel has been reduced to a
manageable size. Even with the

seats o0 be, the XJS has a lockable
oddments compartment cum
uggage tray which Is o thoroughly
neated from below that it will cook

dashboard comes with al the right
dials and gauges, but some of the

St interior (top) comes.
with electric everything
's comfortable top-

or cosy, depending on
your point of view.

Gontrol positining not
as good a




switchgear is scattered out of reach
and uu\ac {sgnt, On the
console,
o has 0
tne houso whis the
Sccasapily

tant on-
best seat in

o

ant. Tho woodwork of o
isappoiniment, 100,

gloss wood i the SL I

The
mcre Vc ~ordinate

if more. smm\g\
Ls. he 600

fastened or umsslenad E s lids 1o
£ opened o1 closed; no lolding top
over 15 e &lbbed B 6f o
The whole assembly consists of 1
hydradic eyinders, 11 solencids,

7 qute the angine ot SEIL

oS e ahiedane
des, it propels
e 435615 600SL (Jaguar: 45511
S09SL; 39601) o G-2mph n
. hus being ony 0
ark han mg snosL
Mer
158mp, slectronically imited.
Figures aside, the real-life

Mercodes has superb
composure in corners,
oven when surface
bumpy or slippery. But
arivers willfosl oo
divorced from the.
action. Jaguar (opP) Is
Sloppy. In a straight line
(ef), Benz powers
‘away from Jaguar

difference between the two Mercs is

the n
Come up with the
guun, and u,w ore then 20
extra comph w
o mwhnmmbw
Bl and 1
in particuar, the v 12-engined
model feels faster, pulling ai
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Basic Jaguar shape is
17 years old now, but
people sillfove the.
convertble's sty

[
very comfortably and
quietly. Benz is

w), and it rides

fora it fun on the way, you'l find  dialled in. The prevailing feeling is
d the

the steering a bit numb, an that it’s the car, not the driver,
Tecognised asagrest  Suspension a bit arfficial. Youmay  that's i commdng
also question the handling which i Even when ASR s angrily flashing

plece of styling, and

ts amber warning light, the rear end

has strong presence how big a throttle opening you've stays steadfastly put. Make no

efforts. The 600SL comes
an-performance
hich diverts more pressure

10 the normally understressed rear
brakes. To prevent lock-up, the rear
eels are monitored by an

Ieast they provide strong inital bite
and more progressive pedal act

The Jaguar's directional stabilty
is casual at best. Through corners.

The XJS has much lower imits than
the SL. but it provides more
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foedback, is less passive. W
iauter chassis and more precise
steorng, no Jaguar could atually

eaper 4.0-itre version, even  top speed over tha 500SL, but they
oty o oppndai e
ine XJS Tl s 8l

por of owning four exira
easarlymate: No one buys ors s wortn 20 gran o

or that. The wonderful thing abous 0SL.

his Jaguar - all Jaguars, really - is

near silence and hedor
comfort, ts tower mgacmeveﬂc” s
genuine su

1t should hold
< wil b
oxamples  da

substantial gain in acceleratio

Flank badges (above)

idantity the 600, which

wil cost £90,000-plus

atts Britsh launch in
November. Jaguar 8.3-
Ttre V12 (o) s much
simplor and loss
muscular than Merc's
but s generally sweoter

and mare refined

convincing than
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