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One very surprising winner
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15
SEA RGH
OF THE
GREATEST
GRAND
TOURER

If you want to flash across Europe at up to 150mph
in great safety, comfort and style, these are the cars

to do 1t 1n. Cars for a new Europe or outmoded
extravagances? To find out, super-sophisticate, the
8501, tackles the grandest tourers from Jaguar,
Porsche and Ferrari. Photography by Peter Burn
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850i (top) may
have failsafe

handling but it
i= not inspiring.
Behind the wheel
(above right)
there are many
compensations;
layout is superb.
928 can be
oversteering
handful in the
wet but generally
very capable

and rewarding,
famillar dash
stlll works well

ver since 15 launch last Mav, people
have tried 10 pigeon-hole the BMW
82, This Hagship coupe has divided
opinion like few others. And in the
quest for argument-supporting evidence, nigh
onevery exotic coupe has been drageed into the
debate as the car the 8307 best emulates,

But. unul now, all thistalk has heen justthat:
talk. Noone was going tofind out the rruth until
BM™W"s controversial newcomer was called 1o
account in [ront of its peers

Which is what we have done in lining up the
Ferrari Mondial 1, the Porsche 928GT and
Jaguar XJR-5, as [ormidable and diverse a
range of opponents asany 60,000 coupe could
fear 10 meet. All match or better the BMW's
300bhp, all come from unbroken lines of
supercoupes the shortest of which s 30 vears
fong, and all have customer lovalty that borders
onthe partisan, The Porscheat £64,. 496 and the
Ferrari at £62.500 are more than the £39,500
that BMW asks for an 8501, but thev're all
within £3000. The margin in the Jaguar's
favour is nearly three times that: ar £45.000 0
seems absurdly good value in this company.

Four hard hitters then. in a hourt of seven
rounds, each dealing with a specific area:
Castle Combe racetrack, a Worth Wales cross-
country route over the Brecon Beacons, Mill-
brook Proving Ground, motorway cruoising
and urban crawling sections, the family rest
and, finally, the judges’ decisien. Will it be on
points or a KO? We doubt vou will read a more
surprising group test verdict this yvear.

ROUND ONE

At the test track

The 850i"s beautiful-looking 498&cc V12 de-
velops 300bhp at 3200rpm making it, with the
Mondial, the least powerful car here, [1is also
the heaviest, tippingour scales at 414 11bforthe
weakest power to weight ratio of the group at
162bhp/on. Add to the equation four-speed
automatic transmission that 90 per cent of 8501
will have as standard in the UK, and it"s plain
not even an impressive 3321b fi of rorque at
4100rpm is going 10 stop it being the slowest in
a straight line. Times of 0-60mph in 7.2secs
and (-100mph in 16.7secs are no more than
respectable but thanks o superb aerody-
namics, it swept around to itz artificially-
limited top speed of 1537mph in short order.

With 318bhp at 3200rpm the other V12
here, the Jaguar’s 5993cc unit, might be
expected 10 put in a better showing than the
BMW's powerplant, especially since it has
1761k less to propel. Not so. With onlv three
gears 1n its age-old GM400 transmission, even
3621k ft of torque —easily the best of the bunch

-1s struggling over such widely-spaced ratios.
The XJR-5 is just 0. 2secs ahead a1 60mph and
0.3secs further up the road ai 100mph. Top
specd 15 1dentical to the BMW /s,

Which leaves the V8s, both with less weight
than the Jagand BMW, manual transmissions,
twin overhead camshafts per bank, four valves
per ¢cylinder and performance in a differens
league from the big automatics.

The Ferrari engine, with just 3405cc. sull
manages to pumpoul 300bhpat 7200rpm. For
torque though, a high state of wne is no
substitute for cubic capacity and the Mondial's
peak of 2381b ft ar 4200cpm is ar least 791b fi
weaker than the rest. Yet, to Ferrari, this
doesn’t seem to matter a lot. Exploiting the
traction advantage of its mid-engine lavout to
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the full, it catapults its trim 34141b figure past
blimph 1n just 5.6secs and on o 10mph in
13.9secs. Thanks to hardly state-of-the-art
aerodynamics, though, it has marginally the
lowest 1op speed of 134mph,

We would have been amazed if the 330bhp
$28G1 hadn’t been substantially the fastest. Iis
214bhpiton ratio blitzes even the Mondial's
impressive 197bhpfton vet off the line the
German is a shade slower. At 60mph the cars
wotlld be side by side and even when the 928
driver flashed through 100mph in 13.4secs, he
would only be half a second ahead of the
sparhing Italian. Top speed is an impressive
l[6amph.

ROUND TWO
At the racetrack

Castle Combe hosted the other half of our track
test, its bumpy corners replicating road con-
dioms better than most tracks. Our purpose
was not to extract do-or-die lap tnmes but 1o
explore the cars’ high limits in comparative
safety.

Again the 830i°s weight wld against it, but
ihat was not the only reason it was slowest
arovnd the track. The only one of the quartet
e o employ double wishbone suspension up
front, its simple MacPherson siruts allowed the
shark's nose to run wide of the corners carlier
than understeer appeared in the others, despite
the fitment of third generation automatic
stability control. The car’s case is not helped by
the lack of warning of this from the sieering,
awone in having a recirculating ball setup (rack
and pinton svstems being preferred by the
athers ), it requires the most input for the least
information.

Inthe 100mph Old Paddock bend, however.
the BMW was much more composed, its
ingenious multi-link rear axle offering bal-
anced and secure cornering on the 235/50
Uniroval Rallye tyres.

The one thing the Mondial never felt was
sechire, Wishbones at cach end, central engine
location and the finest pedigree in the world
didn’t stop the Ferrari being the car we least
wanted to drive around the track. Itwasn’t just
the fact that the 225/55 rear and 205/35 front
Goodvear Eagles were surprisingly unsuccess-
ful a1 gripping Castle Combe’s tarmac, for we
etild make allowance for that, but rather the
guaranteed oversteer through every bend from
Quarry to the flar out West Way kink. The
slightest turn of wheel caused the car 1o dive for
an apex vards before the one vou had in mind.
Unless you were swift and unerringly accurate
with vour steering correction. the car felr it
would continue to turn an ever-tighter corner
unil, eventually, the back overtook the front.

Even when familiar with this extraordinary
behaviour driving the Mondial fast was a
tightrope walk over a lion's den. The only way
was Lo balance the car with tiny movemenis of
the wheel and throitle — and pad round the
track heart-in-mouth.

We expected the XJR-5 10 be most out of
depth on the racewrack. Despite its sophisti-
ciled suspension and superb Dunlop D0 M2
Iyres, it seemed too soft, heavy and oudated o
worry the more modern machinery. The
Jaguar thought otherwise, Alter just one lap
warming its massive 245/55 rear and 225/50
fromt tvres it was being held up by the Ferrari
and leaving the BMW for dead.

The Jaguar’s amazing turn of speed was p

Mid-engined
Nervousnass on
the racetrack but
on the road the
Mondial doesn't
put a foot wrong;
enthralling (top).
Plain Ferrari
dash (above left)
is a contrastto
others. XJR-S not
most exciting to
drive but is
hugely secure,
JaguarSport
wheel cant mask
horror of dash
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=—WHEELBASE 105.672684

REAR TRACK B1]1562

FRONT TRACK &111552

COVERALL DIMENSIOMNS. imlmm

SPECIFICATION

EMGINE

].l.'l!lgi!'l.l.dEI:l:l]. Troeit 5 M- wlies| drll.'::
Capaclty 49350, 12 cvlinders in V
Bore Fdmim, strakoe 7 5mm.,
Compression ratio 5.5 1o [,
Headblock al alloyal alloy.

Valve gear oh:, 2 valves per cylinder.
Ignition and fuel Breaker-less Elecironic
ignition, Lrigital Motor Elecironics el
Injestion.

Max power J000hp (PS-HN (230K
IS0 an 5200 pmn. Max tergue 332060
(450 BNm) an 41000 pm.,

TRANSMISSION

A-speed automatic

Gear Ratic mph/1000rpm
Togp (.73 il1.8
3ml R 3.2
2nd 1.48 157
15t 244 4.4

Iimal drive ranio 303 o 1. Awiomate
Stability Control standard

SUSPENSION

Front, independent, MacPherson strus,
coil springs, teleseope: dampers, anti-eell
bar,

Rear, intcgral axle, 5 contral arms, col
springs, telescopic dampers. anti-roll bar

STEERING
Recirculaing hall, povwer assisted, 3.4
nurns lock o bock.

BRAKES

Front 1.2.8ins (324mm) dia venlared disc.

Rear 12.5i08 (324 mem ) dia venilated disc.

WHEELS AND TYRES
Cascalloy 7, %« 16ins rime. 235507 R 16
Uniroval Ballve tyres.
SOLD IM THE UK BY
BMW (GE) Lid
Ellesfaeld Avenue
Bracknsll

Berks RGIZ 4]4

Teel: (344 426565
PRODUCED BY

BMYW Al

Munich

Crermany

COSTS
PRICES

Total (in LTED £5%, 500
Options fitted to teat car:

Electric roar sun blind £237
Heated front seais 243
Ao dip Interlor mirror £102
Auto alr recirculation £14%9
Total as tested LA, 23]
Delivery, road tax, plates 1435
On the road price L6066
SERVICE

Az per on board service interval indicator.
PARTS COST (Inc VAT)

il filver LE.50
Adr filner LS
Spark plugs (ser) LAT.6T
Brake pads (2 wheels) [ronl L6125
Brake pads (2 wheels) rear £40.25
Exhaust complate £793.50
Tvre — each (typical) £575.00
Windscreen £212.75
Headlamp unin £32 .67
F'romt wing 448, 500
Eear bumper £448 50

WARRANTY

12 menths'unlimited mileage, & vears

anti-cormsion, 12 months breakdown

reCnvery.

EQUIPMEMNT

Ann-lock brakes

Elecironic damping control E11
Man h"'l.‘.i:lrl:ll:,l;l;

Power pssisted steering
Automatic stability comtrol
Steerimg rakefreach adjustment
Seat height adjusiment

Electric scat adjustment
Lumbar adjusiment £l
Trip computer

Intermitient wWipse

Lezather trim

Adr conditioning

Coraize control
BadindcazsenaiCD plaver
Electncal mirmors

Eleciric windows F/F

Central locking

Front fogidriving lamps
Headlamp wash

Eleciric nlv'shde sunroof
Meallic paint

® Standard

o
escooOOOOOOOR OO0 OB =0

10

8

tqTr_l].rl.'umpu1=r.!-!ruiim1m.-H.Fw]_gauge.l..]tﬂn:uunmr 5. Spredometer . Waler temperaniane,
T. Lightz, B. Cruise cantrol. 8. Sreering adjustmens. 10, Sreren,

PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Gear mph km'h P
Top (mean) L57 353 44940
(best) 151 250 S0
Ard 135 27 it 1]
2nd £ | 146 S0
151 54 BT S&0
ACCELERATION FROM REST
True Time Speedo
miph (secs) mph
3 2.9 i3
) 4.1 43
Al 5.3 M
il T2 G5
0 Rl 76
A0 11.0 a7
] ) og
100 16,7 1
100 20,0 114
120 4.8 125
130 .3 134
E'Hﬂdillﬁ Yi-miba: 15 3zecs, ':.ll"urrrrlh
Standing km: 27 25ecs, | 26mph
20-TOmph thro' gears: &, 150
ACCELERATION IN EACH GEAR
mph ard 2nd  Ist
L{}- 34} 3.1 2. 2.1
204 3.7 il 23
0-50) 4.4 1.5 24
Ai-44) >l 16 -
S-71) 5T N -
6L1-81) 54 138
-4 M| 4.4 -
al- 100 fr.2 =
-1 10 fs.5 S
L1200 7.2 B
110-130 02 == e
FUEL CONSUMPTION

Owverall mpg: 14,4 (196 Dires T0Em)
Tourlng mpg#: 19,2 (14,7 lres' H0km)
Govt tests mpg: 14 2mpg {urban)

32 Tmpg (Shmph)

27 3mpg (Fimph)
Fuel grade: Unleaded (25R M) only
Tank capachty: 193 zalls (90 lires)
Max range*: 150 miles
* Bazed on Government fwel economy
figures: 30 per cent of urban cyele, 25 per
cent each of 367 5mph consumpiions.

BRAKING

Fade (from %mph in newtral)

Pedal load (Ib) for 0.5¢ stops
start'end start'end
1 *0-15 & 30-10
2 I5-I8 T 35-2F
3 I5-15 8 33213
4 I7-IR 9 3515
5 I0-MD 13 3530
Respense [rom 30mph in newiral)
Lead E Distance
101k .10 A

201k .20 1500

A0l 0.55 S50

Hlb 050 340

b 1.10 2T
Parking brake .40 75

WEIGHT

Kerb 4141 1L1 280k

Distribution “FR 52448

Test 457 |'I_\.-'E[IF5kg

Max payload 452410/2 1 90kg

Max towing welght 35241/ 1600k

TEST CONDITIONS

Wind >mph
Temperature Jdep C (30deg 1
Barometear 102 5mbar
Surface dry asphalv'concrete
Test distance 10000 miiles

Figures taken ar 5300 miles by our own
staff ar the Lous Group proving ground,
Millbroak,

Al Astocer & Motor test resulis are subjed
1 world copympght and may not be
reproduced without the Editoe™s wrinen
PETIMISS1ET.
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{down 1o two factors. It had the most grip and
wasthe easiest to drive fast, Its sieering, geared
arjust 2.5 turns, is ideal for track work and its
chassis is the most tolerant of mid-corner
changes of plan. If you did persuade the front
tresto lose purchase, itnever took more thana
brief lift 1o bring it back on line.

However, fast and easy it may have heen,
invelving and inspiring it was not. Stull. for a
car that's clearly a GT first and a sports car
second, it acquinted itself with disunction.

Best and quickest at Castle Combe was the
Porsche, Perhaps this is an expected con-
clusion, butits supremacy at the Combe was by
m means clear cut. The Porsche corners flat
with the most communicative steering and
responds best to throttle inputs, but it still runs
out of froni-end grip too early. The blame for
this must be placed largely a the door of is
Dunlop D40 tyres. Despite generous dimen-
sions, 245/45 aft and 225/50 up front, they area
shadow of the D40 M2s which they sired and
which adorned the Jaguar.

ROUND THREE
Across country

Urerall we were disappointed with the super-
coupes’ performance at Castle Combe. but
now here was a very different ballgame as we
headed wowards wet Welsh moumains. This
was the real world.

by almost any other standard, BMW s V]2
ngine ismagnificent, In this company though,
itisnerther smooth enough nor gutsy enough to
shine. Wor does it sing around 1o its 3800rpm
red line with the enthusiasm that distinguishes
the powerplants in the other three. But where
the road was straight, and solong as *sport’ was
thosen for the beaurifully slick and adaptable
gearbox, the BMW' could squirt past traffic
with impressive ease, travelling from 50-
Himph in Kickdown in just 3 6secs,

Yet as the duval carnageways turned into
mountain passes the incessant flashing of the
ASClight warned the car was irving as hard as it
could. Those usual barometers of effort, the
deering and chassis feel, staved resolutely and
disconcertingly mute, sapping driver confi-
dence even though. with the ASC onovertime,
there was not a sign of trouble within the siylish
cabin,

The 928 was disconcerting, 100, Castle
Combe King it may have been, but on slippery
roads it gave nowhere near such a good account
of isell, Old-stvle Dunlop D40s are not
renowned for their wet-road grip, but this goes
tnly a little wav 1o explaining the Porsche's
predilection for snapping sideways with only
tentative provocation. And in no wav does it
excuse i1,

Un these Welsh roads the big V8 was almost
wo exciiing for is own good. From the
mament it explodes into life vou know vou are
master of one of the finest engines made. At
2500rpm it is delivering more than enough
wrque to wrench the back tyres from the
tarmac in third gear onagreasy road, vetsuch is
the intoxicating nature of ns bellow the temp-
tanen to head for the 6600rpm red line in every
gear 15 often irresistable. More often than not
weselected fourth in the notchy gearbox which
kept the torque under control while still
providing more than enough acceleration. And
it allowed more time for hands 1o spend on the
whtel, appreciating the fine steering and
superbly tuned chassis

In Wales the XJR-5 continued to make a
mockery of expectations. Its tyres cut through
the slush better than any of the others and
always had that bit more grip in reserve.

[1s three-speed gearbox, with none of the
modern trickery of the BMW s transmission,
also proved an unexpected boon. Left in
second it would see vou pass 110mph, so vou
had only 1o flick the lever into top when a long
straightopened out. Drivenlike thisthe X JR-S
covered ground in a manner the Millbrook
figures would not suggest possible. It didn’t
matter how often we jumped from it into the
Porsche and back again, we couldn™ decide
which was quicker point to point. Unless, of
COUFSE, 1T WAS Taining.

l1s engine. too, merits comparison with the

Clockwise from
top left: 300bhp
BMW V12, easily
the best looker,
lacks sporting
eagerness;
Mondial's mid-
mounted V8 gives
300bhp from just
3.4 litres; quad
cam 32v Porsche
V8 powerhouse
one of the great
engines; as is
aver-silky, ever-
strong Jag V12

Porsche’s. Despite its extra litre, the Jag V12
cannot muster quite the low rev urge of the V&,
but it counters with an enthusiastic charge for
the red line which only the Ferrarican better. It
may be 20 vears old but for intoxicating
smoothness, it has vet 1o be bettered.

Which leaves the Ferrari, after Castle
Combe the bad bov ofthe rest, Ifitwas ricky on
a drv, open track, what would it be like on a
streaming wet uneven road? Simplv brillianr,
The nervousness that frishtened us was re-
placed by a surefooted quality that was hard to
credit mitiallv. But as the miles accrued it
convinced us that its poise, grip, agilitv and
sublime steering feel were not all conspiring to
fool us into making an irreversible error; quite
the reverse, thev were allying to create a p
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One of the BMW's
strengths is
axquisite cabin
(right, from top).
I's light and
spacious up
front; 928 much
more sombre but
for such an old
layout Porsche's
cabin is still
first-class; BMW
looks inviting

in the rear but
o more space
than a 928 rules
out even kids;

at least 928's
rear backrests
fold to hoost

luggage room

4 driving experience even the Porsche could
not approach.

Your greatest ally in the Mondial is the
engine. Notonly does itmuster the same power
trom 3.4 litres as others extract from 5-litres, its
2000-7500rpm powerband is casily the widest
of the four, And ithas the best throttle response
and the purest exhaust note.

A shame then that it is let down by a gearbox
that baulks appallingly if vou treat the metal
lever with anvthing less than total commit-
ment. Ram changes through from the shoulder
and it will unerringly find the next ratio as fasi
as vour biceps will allow. Trv to palm around
the exposed gate and vou will be greered with
abstinate obstruction.

ROUND FOUR
On the motorway

At last the BMW has a chance to shine. And, it
should be noted, it is here rather than in
mountain storming that these cars will spend
the majority of their time.

Munching motorways is the 350°s forie.
Here, the dead steering is an advantage. The
ride, good in the lanes but lacking ultimate
damping on hilly roads, dismisses ridges and
expansion jomts with contempt. With the

mighty V12 murmuring imperceptibly 1oitself

at all two hgure speeds and negligible wind
noise, all vou need ro do 15 relax in vour ideal
driving position and let the car go silently about

is business. Total serenity is marred only by
the constant whirring of the tvres, an aifliction
of all wide-wheeled cars that not even BMW
has completely mastered, though it has donea
lot better than Porsche.

The Jaguar is quieter still, despite being 15
vears the 8501°s senior. Wind and engine noise
15 largely banished and the tyres breach the
peace only on coarse, concrete sections of
MOOIWay.

Even more impressive is the Jaguar's ride
which has not suffered with the addition of the
suffer springs and wider wvres that denote all
JaguarSport cars. It remains as absorbent as
ever regardless of whether it is on a motorway
ora country lane.

Compared o the XJR-5 and 850i, the
Y2801 and Mondial came as a rude shock on
the M4, The Porsche is besi. butonly becausei
has less wind and engine noise, The fuss kicked
up by its tyres 15 still inexcusable and ruins any
chances of a truly relaxed cruise. That's a
shame because its ride, though firm. is su-
perbly damped and controlled.

‘T'o no one’s great surprise, the Ferrari loses
the touring contest. It has engine. tyre and
wind noise in equal abundance. While some
might want 1o listen 1o a quad-cam symphony
the other ingredients are merely fatigue-in-
ducing over a long distance. It also has the
worst ride of the group. Although vou can set
the dampers 1o soft which smoothes out most
small bumps taken at speed, cats-eyes and
ridges sull cause a shudder to pass through the
cabin, upsetting the car’s composure.

ROUND FIVE
Living with the cars

I"or four cars that collectively take up more
road space than a 38-ton articulated truck, it's
astonishing that not one can rival even a
Metro's interior room. None was designed 1o
be a four-seater, but since all of them have rear
seats vou might think that they should be able
occasionally to carry four adulis in reasonable
comfort for short distances, That's simply not
possible in any of them,

Waorst offenders are the Germans. Despite
shapely rear armchairs bedecked in leather,
neither will accommodate a normal-sized adult
unless the front sear is moved well forward,
which many will find an unacceptable compro-
mise. Once ensconced, the unfortunate rear
passenger must tolerate being crammed
against the front seat and the roof-lining, Even
children would be cramped.

Belore the Ferrart and Jaguar designers pal
themselves on the back. it should be said that
the Mondial and XJR-5 are scarcely better.

O the four, only the 8500"s cockpit provides
the level of comfort and ambience expected. Its
wide, curving dash with nicely integrated
swilchgear, heating svstem and radio/CIV
cassette player presents a beautifully cohesive
and well-planned look.

Typically BMW, the instruments are clear
and unchuttered. the major controls well pos-
inoned and there’s full electric memory adjust-
mentof seats and steering column height, Ithas
masses of legroom in the front too.

Getting into the X ] R-5 after the 8501 is like
going through a ume warp. Some of the
mstruments and switches, along with the
liberal smattering of chromework, would he
mare at home on a jukebox than a prestge car,
while the polished burr walput veneer and
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cramped driving position, with the wheel
thrust close o the chest. is ew atively vintage.

Une recent and unwelcome addition is the
nasty plastic steering column  surround.
logether with a rake adjustable steering

column. The adjustment is too limited 1o b of

much use, while the handy reach control of old
has been lost. If there are compelling reasons
ot 1o buy an XJR-S in favour of the other cars
they can all be found in this dated cabin,

It’s hard to believe the Porsche 928 dares
back almost as far as the Jaguar. For it takes the
state-of-the-art excellence of the 850is cabin to
make the Porsche's interior appear just a little
dated. Even so, it remains easy to live with,
with well-positioned switchgear and simple,
clear instrumentation, the pod for which rises
and falls with column rake adjustment.

The 928 also boasts the most supportive
seals, even better than the BMW”s, despite a
mixture of manual and eleciric adjustment,
And the 928 has the best driving position,

The Mondial’s driving position won’tsuitall
with its offset pedals and stretch-to-reach
steering wheel. There’s none of the conspicu-
ous opulence of the XJR-5; this isa much more
businesslike cabin, perhaps even spartan, It is
light and airy though, with fine all-round
visibility for a mid-engined car, Both the
three-spoke leather wheel and shiny metal
gearshifi gate are no less than works of art.

But it doesn’t all work as efficiently as it
looks. Apart from the gearchange, criticisms
can be levelled ar the poorly sied switchgear
ind confusing stalks, bur worst of all is the
instrumentation. Fine by daylight, at night the
lights reflect in the screen.

You'd expect these cars to come comprehen-
sively equipped, and they do. In addition to the
usual power-everything, all have leather trim.
anti-lock brakes, air conditioning and central
locking. Automatic damping control with
three-position selection is standard on the
Ferrari, optional on the BMYW and unavailable
onthe others. The Mondial’s advantage here is
offser by its lack of cruise control. on-board
computer and hi-fi system fitted as standard 1o
itsrivals. The 928 adds a tvre pressure Warning
svstem and part electric control for the (romt
seats, but only the BMW, easilv the best
equipped car here with a veritable wealth of
comfort and convenience items, comes
equipped with an electric sunroof and a o
quality radiovcassette/CD hi-fi.

Both Germans come with catalytic con-
verters and alarms but only the Jaguar has seat
heaters, presumably 1o compensate for the
mterminable time it takes for the interior
heating to wake up. Ventilation and heating for
the (serman pair is a generation bevond the
mediocre systems fitted by Jaguar and Ferrari.

Uddments space is all but ignored in the
Ferrari. Thereis a small lidded casseue storage
boxin the Mondial: not much use when the test
car came with a CD plaver. The Jaguar at leasi
gets & glovebox, but there's lintle room else-
where for oddments. BMW and Porsche are far
more aware of needs here, and make the
APPIOpPriale provision,

The 928, with its large rear hawch and
fold-down rear seats, is the most versatile. Not
50 practical is the uninflated 35mph space-
saver lyre, for which a compressor is provided,
Ihe Mondial doesn’teven have a spare: instead
Il rehes on a sealant repair kit. This adds
luggage space beneath the front bonner exira to
the Mondial's rear compariment which is of an
adequate size bur awkwardly shaped. Both the

BMW and Jaguar carry a full size spare wheel,
and each has a decently sized boot,

The Mondial walks away with the fuel
economy honours. Its excellent 18, 1mpe aver-
age [uel consumption (over the group rest) and
its 21 gallon tank give a range of almaost 400
miles. The other three, all with tank capacities
between 19and 20 gals, can’ttop 300 milesona
tankful. The 928 GT returned 14.4mpg, the
830i 14.5mpg. and the 6-litre XJR-5 a wallet-
numbing 12.6mpg.

All the cars are beautifully built, bur the
Ferrari must be singled out for the excellence of
its paint finishand leather interior, Notso good
are the Fiat switches and ventilation grilles.
Jaguar too must take criticism for its tacky
swilchgear and instrumentation, although in
other respects it seemed well finished.

We couldn’t fault the 850i°s cabin for design
or materials, and irs paintwork shines with a
deep lustre, but the test car had a poorly-fitting
bonnet that prevented full-marks. Few if any
cars are put together as well as the 928, and the
precision and quality of its manufacture are
enlightening, although its cockpit must be
ranked second now 1o the BMW s,

ROUND SIX
In town

The combination of an automatic transmission
and seamlessly smooth V12 with bottomless
torque 15 an unquestionable advantage in b

Italian and
British cabins
cannot match the
Germans’. Mondlal
(left, from top)

is beautifully
trimmed but is
typically Ferrari
business-like;
XJR-S is cramped
up front, with
steering wheel
too close to your
chest, though
seats are good:
no surfeit of

rear room but

the athletic can
use Mondial or
Jag rear seats
for short trips
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d1own. And the Jaguar and BMW score well
here, especially when compared to the Ferrari
withits awkward gearchange,

Only the Ferrari can claim 1o have good all
round visibility, an extraordinary feat for a
mid-engined car. The Jaguar is particularly
restrictive with its huge rear buttresses. Vision
from within the Porsche and BMW is much
Better, but estimating where the BMWs long
Ponnet ends is hard. Around town, again it's
only the Ferrari that doesn’t feel oversized,
although the Porsche does a fine job of
deceiving the driver that the car is a size or two
smaller than it really is.

Exiting damp junctions needs care in a1l the
cars, traction control or not. This is particu-
larly true of the Ferrari, which also shows
shortcomings  in small-bump  absorption.
sharper bumps ricochet through the structure
almost unchecked. It is much better at absorb-
g longer wave undulations. The Porsche,
100, can’t smoothe out the potholes in the same
effortless and unflustered way that character-
1 Jaguar and BMW progress over bumpy
¢ty roads,

ROUND SEVEN
The verdict

In one sense, all these cars are losers: for their
sizeand intended function, none uses their rear
seals [or anything more demanding than as a
shell for the shopping or (much more signifi-

cant to many owners) a location for a child sear.
With coupes like Volkswagen Corrado and
Vauxhall Calibra well able to sear four adults
1's easy to see how poorly packaged these cars
are. Atleast Porsche acknowledges the realities
and offers a versatile luggage/passenger space.
No such concessions from BMW, whose
exquisite looking, beautifully shaped and su-
perbly trimmed rear armchairs deserve 1o go
down in automotive history as a giant waste of
effort and space.

Marketing people will tell vou thata 2 4 2 will
sell, nomatter how useless the rear seats, where
a strict two-seater would die in the showroom,
and this undoubrtedly forms one of the bases
behind the 850i. Yes, it’sa potent statement but
we find 1t hard 1o believe it’s BM W s definitive
one, An overt symbol of BMW-ness and
showroom appeal the 850i may be, a great car
like the M5 is a great car, it is not. But these
things surely point further to the suggestion the
car was developed with one foot very firmly in
the marketing camp — fine, as long as the
driving experience backs it up.

Inthe right situation — two-up on an empty
motorway — it does, for the car is crushingly
able. It is better here, thanks to the sublime
cabin, than the XJR-§ it is most closely
mitched to. But set the 850i more demanding
tasks and the promise made by itz raffish good
looks is not kept. It is in the resolute refusal to
entertain the enthusiastic driver that the 8501
fails.

Is that failure any worse a fault than the

Top speeds of all are past 150mph, but
not all ideally quiet and smooth for
true grand touring. New boy BMW (top
left) more cruiser than sports car

Mondial’s inability to cosset? For this type of
car, noit’s not. Asacar designed to flash asmall
family across continents it is too unrefined by
half. In its favour is the offer of a driving
expenenceonadifferent plane from the others.
But if this is all-important and 2+2 touring
i5n°t, why not have a 3487

In the middle of BMW and Ferrari extremes
sits the Porsche. For all its blistering speed, it
throws away its potentially winning hand in a
cacophony of tyre roar which makes it hardly
more refined than the Ferrari for long dis-
tances. Given that it cannot entertain like the
Ferrari either and however impressive itscabin
is, it cannot get the nod here either.

Which leaves us the X JR-5. Of the four, itis
the only one which is effective as both G and
driving machine. It is as quiet and smooth
riding as the BMW, can easily keep up with the
Porsche or Ferrari on a dry road and have more
in reserve in the wet. However, if everything
else were equal, its shoddy cabin, dated styling
and terrible fuel economy still might deny it the
laurels, But things are far from equal and the
Jaguar has one huge advantage over the others.
Compared even 1o the next cheapest car here,
the 8501, the XJR-S costs £14,000 less. Thar
may make for a hollow victory, but it makes for
adecisive one, too. B
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